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“That young Johnny Moon 
deserves a medal” is the way 
Native -Brotherhood Presi- 
dent Robert Clifton describes 
his feelings about the little 
hero who made such a valiant 
effort to save the lives of his 
sister and her companion 
when the seiner “Eva D” 
went down off the entrance 
to Cape Mudge Harbor. 

The tragedy which claimed 
his sister Shirley Moon and 
Stella Dick on their way 
home from a party at nearby 
Quathiaski Cove is told in de- 
tail on another page of this 
Paper. 

But at least one other child, 
Linda Chichite, owes her life 
to Johnny Moon, despite his 
reported inability to swim. 
He guided the youngster to 
the skiff which finally carried 
her to safety: 

Johnny Moon struggled 
vainly to open -the galley 
door of the sinking vessel 











JOHNNY MOON 
- deserves a medal. 


when the frightened girls 
went to what they thought 
was safety but instead prov- 
ed to be a death trap. 


Johnny never ceased strug- 
gling to free the girls until 
the water reached his arm- 
pits, and only then with des- 
perate reluctance. 

His conduct throughout the 
tragic experience, his cool- 
ness under extremely trying 
conditions, his real bravery, 
would have been exceptional 
in an adult. But Johnny is 
but a tousle-haired 12-year- 
old lad. 

Yes, this little hero of 
whom Cape Mudge can be 
very proud well deserves 
wider recognition; in our 
opinion the highest recogni- 
tion that can be accorded any 
civilian. 

We can only fervently re- 
peat the words of Native Bro- 
therhood President Robert 
Clifton who obtained full 
details of the~incident: 


Yes, young Johnny Moon 
does deserve a medal. 








‘KEEP THE ‘FAITH WITH ME” 


posed and adopted in the year 1927: 


1. 


9 
a. 


oo 


I resolve to try my best to live a clean 
and wholesome life. 

I resolve to always love and honor Dad, 
Mother, Brothers, Sisters, and all my 
fellow-men. 


. I resolve to use all men as I would have 


them use me. 


The following are “my ten new year resolutions” com- 





10. Lastly, I hereby resolve to try and learn more about 
Nature and its wonderful processes of life development; 


I shall try my best to learn how to hear 
and understand the sweet music emanating 
from the trees, swaying and singing in the 
gentle breeze; to love and enjoy the beau- 
tiful flowers that lift their fragrant heads 
towards the sun while fleecy clouds drift 
by; to learn more about the goodness the 
rain brings as it falls from the black, 





4.I resolve to promote the doctrine of 

“KITCHE MANITOU,” and to always grumbling clouds; to learn how to appreci- 

abide consistently by my religious faith, ate and enjoy the cool, rippling streams that 

THE INDIAN FAITH. flow through shaded nooks; to learn how to ” 
5. I resolve to always, in every way, be stand in silent salute as “wild geese” pass 

kindly and considerate; to always have overhead in wondrous formation and ma- 

a friendly greeting and a smile for every- jestic flight; to learn how to admire and 

one; to try and spread a bit of sunshine respect the wonderful deep blue waters, and 

wherever I go. all the life therein; to try always to remem- 
6. I resolve to do my daily tikes, happily ber the sun, the moon, the stars, are a part 


~] 


and willingly, wrapping mind and body 
together to banish the evil forces of in- 
dolence. 


. I resolve to turn all my moments of lei- 


sure into intellectual research and health- 
ful exercise; I shall try my best to try 
and understand the many conflicting 


principles of the Christian faith, and the mode of white 
civilization as it is known in this day and age. 
. I resolve to try and learn more about matters economic, 


political and esthetic. 


9. I resolve to try and walk along life’s rugged pathway, 
accompanied always by my own integrity and ingenuity; 





BIG WHITE OWL 
Eastern Associate Editor 
“! Have Spoken” 


of me even as much as I am a part of them; 
to never forget that “KITCHE MANITOU” 
is a Supreme and Infinite Being, in whom 


the Earth, and all things in it, may be seen ~ 


. .. Truly, a Great and Mighty Manitou is 
He, clothed with the day, yea, with the 
brightest day, a day of many winters and 


summers, yea, a day of everlasting continuance. 
FOOTNOTE: My dear Indian brothers and sisters: These 
ten new year resolutions have not solved the riddle of com- 
plete happiness for me. Being a mere human, I, too, have 
erred and strayed, and even faltered . 
held those high goals before me. They give me strength, com- 
fort and faith, as I travel along the rubble-strewn pathway 


. but I have always 


I shall try never to suffer myself to be guided (or mis- 
guided) by a person with an-egotistic, overbearing per- 
sonality, and equipped with false and perverse lips. 


of life on this Earth. So, I appeal to you, my friends and 
brothers, in this land and other lands, “Keep the faith with me.” 


or caer ene TNR een 
scnaeenen depen diempeemememenen eee * 
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Killer Whale: Clan 
Praises Shim-Clux 


SHIM-CLUX: 

The Killer Whale Clan is happy to be aware of the 
fact that you have lived up to your good name Bhim-Cluc, 
the mother of the Clan. 

That you have majestically poised with all the dignity 
which is clearly defined in your title—“Min klux cum 
ge pike”. 

This is a fact indisputable evident in your works <n 
the NATIVE VOICE. 

Princess Ant-gwe-lil-bisque. 


It is with humble pride and great pleasure that I, 
Min-klux-cum-ge-pike received the praise from the House 
of Damhlakamat and my Chiefs of the village of Kit- 
seguekla. I am here to serve them as long as I live; they 
are my people. 

I pray that God’s Blessings will always be with them 
and that great happiness and peace will be theirs always. 

My fondest and best wishes to Chief Hakigout into 
whose family I was taken and to Princess Ant-gwe-lil- 
bisque, Chief Negwa, Chief Yeggedtes who gave me the 
Man Name Title of Min-klux-cum-ge-pike and to all the 
others who honoured me when my name of Chief Shim- 
Clux was confirmed. I am humbly proud to have your 
opinion that I have “lived up to my good name Shum- 
Clux, the mother of the clan.” 

SHIM-CLUX. 
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suits unnoticed! 
delegation! 


Natives Should Have Worn 
Their Own Indian Costumes 


Editor, The Native Voice. 
Dear Sir: 


Canadian Indian chiefs were invited to attend the Queen’s visit to 


Ottawa. These representatives of our first citizens unfortunately decided 
to appear in ordinary white men’s business clothes and by so doing man- 
aged to camouflage their attendance into a most total obscurity. 


What a fatal mistake! Had they worn Indian costumes they would 


have been a major attraction. Their pictures would have been published 
in the papers of many countries. What a chance to publicize and enhance 
the Indian’s prestige thrown to the winds by the Indians themselves. 


Nehru of India wears his native costume at such functions as do 


other dignitaries from other countries of the Commonwealth. Chief 
William Scow wisely wore his when in England during the Coronation. 


Instead of shining like the sun, our Indian chiefs went by in business 


Some people even mistook them for a Macedonian 


. Let us hope for a revival of racial pride at all such future occasions 


with a gorgeous display of colourful céstumes. 


C. N. A. IRESON, 


South Magnetawan, Ontario. 
SZUUTAVAUUAEAANASUAATEAEALATOEALOOEGSUGAEOOOOSTEGNORSUEOEASOUOGULOCECEAUOUOOUEDEONUNSUENODEOENEAULENEGESONEAHORLOOAEOEOOUNUEOOGEOOORSOOUOIIONND 


“FISHERMEN!” . . . In UNITY there is STRENGTH! 


FISH AND BUY CO-OPERATIVELY 
READY TO SERVE YOU 


PRINCE RUPERT FISHERMEN’‘S 
CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION 


Box 340 Prince Rupert, B.C. 
Producers of 
Hy-Wave Brand—Fresh, Frozen and Smoked Fish 


Packers of Challenger Brand Canned Sea Foods 
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Art Monument Co: Ltd. 


“Memorials of Distinction” 
(Write for Designs and Price List) 
609 East 16th Ave. Vancouver 10, B.C. 
Phone: EMerald 7811 
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They’‘re the Finest! 


* GOLD SEAL 
x RED SEAL 
%& PINK SEAL 


Brands of SALMON 


products of 


THE CANADIAN 
FISHING CO. LTD. 


















We are proud of our extensive 
selections of Native handicrafts, 
to be seen at various points 


throughout of store. 
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Hudsons Day Company 


INCORPORATED 2° MAY 
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Brotherhood Plans Huge Indian Rally 
To Honor Visit of Princess Margaret 


Robert Clifton, President of the Native Brotherhood of British Columbia announced to- 
day through Mr. Guy Williams, of the Kitimat Tribe, Public Relations Officer for the Native 
Brotherhood and for their official. organ The Native Voice, of which he is a Director, that they 
wish to extend to Her Royal Highness Princess Margaret an invitation to attend a centennial 


Feast and Festival. 


Canada’s largest Indian or- 
ganization will send out invi- 
tations to all British Colum- 
bia Tribes to send their rep- 
resentative hereditary Chiefs 
of the 35,000 non-treaty In- 
dians of British Columbia to 








uy Williams 


Public Relations C Officer 


It is with great pleasure 
hat we announce the appoint- 
ent of Mr. Guy Williams as 
Public Relations Officer for 
he Native * Brotherhood of 
British Columbia and The Na- 



















president of the Native Bro- 
herhood. 


Mr. Williams, a director of 
he Native Voice, is a former 
usiness agent of the Native 
Brotherhood, serving in that 
apacity until a few years 
go when he returned to fish- 
g as captain of a salmon 
urse seine vessel. 


He is a prominent member 
the Brotherhood’s Parlia- 
hentary Legislative Commit- 
be, travelling on many occa- 
ons to Ottawa and Victoria 
matters of legislation con- 
e erning British Columbia’s 
atives. He took part in dis- 
issions at Ottawa _ several 

$, (Pars ago when changes to the 
dian Act were under study. 


ts §The Public Relations Officer 
tall, rather heavy-set, an im- 
essive figure. He is an elo- 
_fhent speaker, particularly 
hen the subject concerns 
e well-being of his people. 
e is a fearless fighter for the 
e Native with a wide knowl- 

ge of Indian affairs. 


It was Guy Williams work- 
¢ with our valued friend, the 
e Tom Howarth, who as- 


ive Voice by Robert, Clifton, - | 





attend and be presented to 
Her Royal Highness, should it 
be her most gracious wish, so 
that they could reaffirm their 
loyalty to the Crown. 
Pageantry and ceremonies 
will a to will depict the ag the age-old way of 


Named 








GUY WILLIAMS . 
Public Relations Director 
Native Brotherhood of B.C. 
. pictured here on the job 

last fishing season. 


sured representation of B.C. 
Natives at the coronation of 
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II, in the person of Chief Wil- 
liam Scow, president of the 
Native Brotherhood at that 
time. 

Guy, of course, is an ac- 
knowledged expert on fishery 
affairs, serving on numerous 
negotiating committees and 
also taking part in the practi- 
cal side of the operation. 


President Robert Clifton is 
to be congratulated on his 
choice of Mr. Williams to give 
public expression to Brother- 
hood policies. 


PAY CHEQUES CASHED 


We Carry the Largest Stock of Work Clothes 
At Lowest Prices In Canada 


fi A tremendous variety of workingmen’s clothing at-real money- 
saving prices. The most famous name brands and featuring G.W.G. 


ARMY & NAVY 





DEPARTMENT 


27 West Hastings Street, 
Vancouver, B.C. 


STORE 


668 Columbia Street 
New Westmnister, B.C. 











life which existed during the 
reign of Her Beloved and 
Revered Majesty, the late 
Queen Victoria, great great 
grandmother of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II and Her 
Royal Highness Princess Mar- 
garet, with colorful scenes and 
ancient ceremonial costumes. 


Her Majesty Queen Victoria 
is beloved and revered by all 
the Indians of Canada, who 
have been taught to love her 
by their father and grand- 
fathers. They have been told 
of her anxiety and concern for 
the welfare of her Native 
subjects, and who with her 
ministers planned and desired 
that they should receive Brit- 
ish Justice and fair treatment. 


Her Majesty asked the In- 
dians to trust her ministers, 
who, she informed them, would 
help and guide them and pro- 
tect their interests, but un- 
‘fortunately her wishes have 
never been carried out. But 
the Indians of Canada have 
never forgotten her birthday. 
Although the day and name 
have been changed to Empire 
Day by the Whites, her lov- 
ing Native subjects still cele- 
brate the 24th of May in lov- 
ing memory of their Beloved 
Great White Queen Mother 
beyond the Seas whom the old 
people have taught them to 
remember and love. 


Our Natives have shown 





ROBERT CLIFTON 


their loyalty to the Crown by 
volunteering and in many 
cases paying the supreme sac- 
rifice in two world wars. To- 
day on many Indian reserva- 
tions you will see the photo- 
graph of their beloved Queen 
Victoria hanging on the walls 
of their humble homes. 

The Brotherhood hopes that 
a guard of honor of Indian 
veterans of the forces can es- 
cort Her Royal Highness. 


Mr. Guy Williams will 
shortly call a meeting to ap- 
point a committee of Indians 
to make plans for the biggest 
Indian gathering ever held in 
British Columbia to pay hom- 
age and renew their allegiance 
to the Crown. 
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GREAT NORTHERN 


CANNERY 


Cypress Park, West Vancouver 


SEAL COVE CANNERY 


Prince Rupert 


REDONDA BAY 


CANNERY 


Redonda Bay 


MA. 0488 
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‘We Join in Mourning. 
Loss of 14 Children 


WORDS are inadequate to express the great sorrow felt 
by the Native Brotherhood and the Native Voice at the 
loss of so many of our Little Ones in the last few weeks — 
the Angel of Death has passed through four of our villages 
in British Columbia. 

We were mourning the loss of our fine Brother Chief Alex 
Pootlass of Bella Coola when we heard of the terrible death 
by drowning at Cape Mudge Reserve of dear little Shirley 
Moon, aged ten, and Stella Dick, 9. The youngsters were 
drowned despite the great heroism of Johnny Moon, brother 
of Shirley, who tried to save them even though he was un- 
able to swim. 

Then the terrible disaster by fire at the Musqueam Reserve 
when Maxine Louis, aged 14, went back into the burning 
house to save her five little brothers and sisters, but tragic- 
ally all six lost their lives. 

Again death struck by fire at the Cowichan Reserve at 
Duncan when a gas stove exploded and took the lives of five 
little children. Then Marilyn Peters of the Musqueam Re- 
serve was killed in an automobile accident on Christmas 
morning. 

To the parents and relatives of these poor wee children, 
we can only say we share your grief and we will try to build 
up a safer, better future for the ones that are left. 

‘We can, however, unequivocally condemn conditions exist- 
ing on so many Reserves which pose a constant threat to the 
lives of residents. 

It is a grim reflection on the Indian Affairs Department 
that the loss of six children, in the words of coroner Glen 
McDonald “might be considered (a situation) of neglect.” 

The jury recommended a system of fire inspection to re- 
move known hazards on reserves. In this particular instance, 
the fire truck which attempted to reach the flaming house 
y seni bogged down and hoses were too short to reach the 

ames. 

These tragedies are heartbreaking. We feel there should 
be a thorough investigation of safety conditions on every re- 
serve in the province, regardless of cost, with a view to see- 
ing that a fire protection system is organised to meet such 
emergencies. 

We are certain, too, that a housing program on many of 
the Reservations would curb the danger through erection of 
proper homes. 

Our sorrow knows no words; we can only weep with the 
bereaved in the terrible loss they have suffered in their most 

recious asset, their children. 


THE NATIVE VOICE 


COSTS ONLY $1.50 A YEAR 


Fill out and mail the following form to THE NATIVE 
VOICE, 325 Standard Building, 510 West Hastings Street, 
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“White Man, the 
Great Destroyer!” 


By BIG WHITE OWL 


| gb er-py expressing my views on the subject I have in 
mind. Perhaps it might be wise to tell you—I am a full 
blood North American Indian. My forefathers lived on this 
great island for many thousands of moons before the arrival 
of “White Man, the Great Destroyer.” 


The following are my four reasons for writing this article: 


: After reading many letters in the press, I feel it is my duty to 
speak out in defense of those good people who so wisely opposed 
an open deer season-in Algonquin Park. I wish to state, publicly and 
emphatically, I. am strictly against allowing licensed hunters to shoot 
deer in the park. Granting permission to hordes of men who would set 
out to massacre these tame and gentle animals in a territory set aside 
as a Provincial Game Preserve would indeed be extremely foolish and 
a very unwise provision. 


, That much publicized claim about deer destroying our forests -by 
eating young saplings is so utterly absurd it made me laugh. Our 
forests are being depleted by exploitation, by the importation of pests 
from foreign lands, by forest fires started by careless white men. Con- 
sider what has happened to the Chestnut Tree? When I was a lad of 
12 or 14, chestnut gathering right after the first autumn frost was a 
regular chore. The whole clan would trek to the nearest chestnut grove. 
(It was always such a happy event... Today it is just another wonder- 
ful memory). Many bushels of these delicious nuts were gathered on 
such occasions. And after the family larder was sufficiently packed for 
winter, the surplus stock was sold or bartered at $1.00 per bushel to the 
local merchants in nearby villages and towns. ? 

The death of the chestnut tree (castenea dentata) in Ontario can- 
not be attributed entirely to the fungi attack. Thousands of these 
noble forest trees, often standing one hundred feet high, were cut 
down by white men. Their straight and graceful bodies were cut into 
12 foot logs, and later these logs were split and fashioned into material 
to build the zig-zag rail fences which I am sure many of you have seen. 
When the wire fence became more popular, chestnut fence posts were 
in great demand .. . Thus the saga of the beautiful chestnut tree came 
to an untimely end. 

What is now happening to the stately Elm? Unless something is 
done very quickly to stem the Dutch Elm disease—Soon it too will be 
gone forever! What happened to the Passenger Pigeon? Once upon 
a time, in their countless millions, they darkened the sunlit sky, but 
never again shall we see even one of them alive! What almost happened 
to the Buffalo and the Beaver? 

Lastly, is it not logical to conclude that if only 30 per cent of the 
licensed hunters can get their allotted amount of venison, it is high 
time to postpone the deer hunting season indefinitely, in certain areas. 


3, In reference to the man who made the stupid statement that deer 

do not migrate . . . How, then, did these animals return again into 
the countries of Middlesex, Kent and Essex, where deer were unknow 
for almost one century? Today, (1958) on the Moraviantown Delaware 
Indian Reserve, my hometown in Kent County, déer roam again in 
herds and are safe from the marauding white man’s death flashing gun! 


Now, I shall conclude by dedicating the last portion of this article 

to the Department of Lands and Forests, Fish and Wild Life Division 
of Ontario. “In all my writings and lectures, I have always made a very 
special effort to point out—the Indian was the first conservationist i 
AMERICA. He was never wasteful in the midst of plenty. He neve 
destroyed anything completely, be it great or small. He never wen 
hunting game just for the fun of ‘killing’ as so-called sportsmen di 
today. Complete and utter destruction was never a part of the North 
American Indian way of life. If it had been, and had the Indian beer 
the ruthless, wild, whooping-savage, as he has been so often pictured 
he would have, long ages ago, preceded the white man in the labor o 
destroying most of the natural life on this continent, 


| know of no specie of bird, plant or animal life, that was com- 
— exterminated until after the White Man came to live in 
merica! 


Why did this happen? It happened because there was a greal 
difference in the attitude taken by the Indian and the White Man towar¢ 
NATURE. The Indian believed, and still believes, that all creature 
given life by Kitche Manitou (Great Spirit) are sustained and nourishe 
by the Common Mother, EARTH. He (the Indian) was, therefore, 
part of all living and growing things, so he gave to all creatures equ; 
rights with himself. 

But the White Man, he has bestowed upon.himself the questionabl 
position and title of a superior being. He claims this is GOD give 
right? Therefore, according to his point of view, all other creature 
and beings in KITCHE MANITOU’S great plan were inferior. T 
worth and right to live were his—and no one dared to say a wor 
about it! 

This strange attitude dominated his actions toward all thing 
Consequently great forests were mowed down, and the wild Jife therei 
driven to extinction. 

The beautiful springs, creeks and rivers, that sparkled with teemi 
life, no longer ago than my boyhood days, have dried up—the resul 
soil erosion and destructive spring floods. 

The deer, the beaver, the moose and cariboo, and all other so 
called wild creatures of the forest and tundra, have leartfed to flea 
in terror at the White Man’s approach!” 


I have spoken ! 
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wo School Girls Lost eer 





eroism, Luck Save 20 in Boat Mishap 


The Christmas season was 
arred for Indian residents of 
in Jape Mudge when two chil- 
Full Men were drowned December 
his Jf when a salmon seiner re- 


val 


a ires Claim 
11 Children 


100t 

set Bcleven Indian children were 

side Hirned to death in two separate 

and Bes, one in the Vancouver area 
d the other on Vancouver Is- 


-by nd only a day before the festive 


Our asom 
ests And in the case of the Van- 


Yon- puver fire on the Musqueam Re- 
i of grve in the Point Grey area, one 
1s alg the chief factors in lives being 
ove. Bt was failure of the Indian Af- 
der-™@rs Department to provide long- 
/ on quested fire hydrants. 


for §The six victims in the Musqueam 
the faze were children of Mrs. Con- 
pnee Louis. Three others escaped 
flames and two more were 
vay from the house when the 
e occurred in the early-morning 
urs just the day before Christ- 
Ss. 

JaXilled in the Vancouver Island 
e on Cowichan Reserve near 
incan were twins Charlene and 
bileen Bob, Lillian, 2, Lawrence, 
and Delmar, five, daughter of 
year-old Evelyn Bob, who sur- 
red the blaze. Also escaping 
s Betty Bob, 21, with her child- 
m Geraldine, 15 months and 
haron, four months. . 


Dead in Vancouver were Mrs. 
huis’ children Maxine, 14, Vir- 
ia, 11, Connie, 5, McGary Ty- 
ne, 3, James, 2 and Regan, 20 
nths. 

hey were alone in the house 
en the fire started about 2 a.m. 
m an overheated wood heater, 
cording to police. 

Maxine may have died in an at- 
npt to save the others. 

he survivors say she was fol- 
@eving them, but may have turned 
ck on the stairs from the upper 
droom where all had been sleep- 






































can- 


g is 


fun! 


Jnly Regan’s body has been re- 
ered from the glowing rubble. 
morandfather of the dead child- 
mn, James Point, 75, is hereditary 
ief of the Musqueam tribe which 
abits the small reserve nine 
les from the city centre. 
ordon Nearns, an uncle of the 
ungsters had to be held back 
ym entering the blazing home in 
attempt to save them. 

@iie burst-into tears as he recalled 
horror of the night. 

‘I know now that they must 
ve been dead even a, ” he 
il, “but I had to try.” 


or O 


om- 


turning them from a party 
sank. That accident started a 
chain which continued in B.C. 
through the holiday season, 
claiming 12 more children and 
a number of adults. 


According to a report in the 
Courtenay Argus, heroic effort and 
luck were responsible for the.Cape 
Mudge accident claiming only two 
lives. 

The 48-foot Eva D sank in less 
than five minutes after a 15-foot 
strip of plank was torn from her 
hull at 9:45 p.m. by a log that had 
broken loose from the new govern- 
ment breakwater. The log swung 
in the fast running tide across the 
entrance to Cape Mudge harbor. 


On board were 14 children and 
eight adults returning from a 
school penny carnival at Quathiaski 
Cove. 

Despite the efforts of 12-year- 
old non-swimmer Johnny Moon, 
his nine-year-old sister, Shirley 
and Stella Dick, 8, went down 
with the seiner. Panic had driven 
the two girls from the wheelhouse 
to the galley and Johnny had to 
abandon his attempt to open the 
galley door as the rising water 
reached his shoulders. 

Leaping into the icy water to 
reach the seiner’s departing 
skiff, young Johnny Moon saved 
one girl, Linda Chichite, 8, by 
pulling her to the surface and 
telling her to hang on to the 
sides of the skiff. 

Inquiry into the death of the 
two girls by coroner Dr. N. B. Hall, 
Monday, brought a verdict of acci- 
dental death by drowning, with 
blame attached to the state of the 

breakwater. 

Robert Clifton of Comox, pres- 
ident of the Native Brotherhood 
of B.C., is forwardng the find- 

ings to Ottawa as a protest 
against the wooden breakwater. 
The Brotherhood has been seek- 
ing a rock-filled breakwater for 
some time, Clifton said. 
Installed by the government last 
summer, the log piling breakwater 
has been in a state of disrepair 
for two months. Earlier Saturday 
another boat struck the same float- 
ing log section a glancing blow 
and a smaller boat was reported 
punctured by the protruding bolts. 

A contract to repair the defec- 
tive section has been let to Pacific 
Piledriving Co. Ltd. of Victoria. 

But for.»the presence of Steve 
Assu and James Wilson among 
the eight adults on the boat and 
the fact more than 20 children de- 
cided to return to Cape Mudge 
by road, the toll could have been 
shockingly high, villagers say. 

Calmness of the children in the 
over-loaded skiff while it reached 
dock is also credited with prevent- 


. ing further disaster. 


Wilson and Assu went into ac- 
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tion quickly to help Eva D’s skip- 
per John Dick, Jr., father of one 
of the victims, push the skiff into 
the water and load the children 
into it. The other adults clung 
to the sides that were only an inch 
or two above the surface because 
of the weight. 

Unable to swim, Assu was one 
of the last to leave the seiner but 
helped aged Jack Naknakin regain 
his slipping hold on the stern of 
the skiff. Elderly Mrs. Naknakin 
suffered an injury to her side, the 
only one to be injured although 
all suffered from shock and ex- 
posure. 


Screams of the children as the 


Child Loses Life 
In Auto Accident 


Thirteen-year old Marilyn Peters 
died early Christmas morning 
when the car in which she was a 
passenger crashed into a power 
pole in the 1000 block Marine 
Drive, Vancouver. 

‘The Musqueam Indian Reserve 
girl was a cousin of the six Louis 
children who died in a fire on the 
reserve just the day before. 





boat struck drew Cape Mudge resi- 
dents from their homes on shore 
only 100 yards away. 

Sinking of the Eva D. | had cOme 


- so fast all would-be rescuers could 


do was set about salvaging her 
frum the bottom in nearly 80 feet 
of water and attempt to recover 
the bodies of the two victims. 

’Frogman John Humphries dove 
to attach a line to the stern and 
the Eva D I! hooked an anchor 
line in the middle. The sunken 
boat was pulled to shallower water 
near shore at 2:30 a.m. Bob Clifton 
spotted the body of one of the 
girls lying across the threshold 
of the galley door. 

By 3:10 a.m., diver Humphries 
had recovered the bodies of both 
girls which were taken to Camp- 
bell River for funeral arrange- 
ments. 

An extremely fast tide had 
thrown the boat against the pro- 
truding breakwater log as Skipper, 
John Dick put the engine back in 
gear in an attempt to control his 
entrance to the harbor. 


The children had attended a 
student council function at which 
$200 had been raised for a public 
address system for Quadra Island 
school. 
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Pootlass—Plenty for All. 





Chief Alex Pootlass Passing Great Los: 


It is with great regret we 
announce the sudden and un- 
timely death of Chief Alex 
Pootlass of Bella Coola. The 
Chief died of a heart attack 
and leaves to survive him his 
loving wife Norah and 14 
children. 

Chief Pootlass was host Chief at 
the Native Brotherhood’s Bella 
Coola convention in November. 
His passing will be mourned by 
hundreds of friends both white 
and Native Canadian. 


The Chief was the son of that 
great Chief the late Alex Poot- 
lass who was our host Chief at 





Sophie Edgar 
Sends Blessings 


I want to tell you my beloved 
family, that I am grieving with 
you all at the great loss of 
our beloved Chief Alex ‘Poot- 
las, my Grandfather. 

I want to comfort especially 
his dear wife Norah Pootlas, 
my dear mother, Mrs. Joe Ed- 
wards, and all our family. It is 
very hard to be here alone and 
not be able to come home, this 
is a very tragic Christmas and 
it is hard to bear. But I will 
pray that God will comfort us 
and help us in our loss. God 
bless you all. 

He was a good Christian man 
and I am glad that he. was 
writing the Scripture for the 
Sunday service just before he 
was taken from us. I will pray 


for all. 
SOPHIE EDGAR 


Chief Alex Pootlas was 
thought of and will be missed 
greatly — a good and Chris- 
tian Hereditary Chief who 
worked for the good of his 
people. 


Indian Pact 
Overlooked 


Publisher, 
The Native Voice. 


Dear Madam: 


I have recently read that very 
touching article, “Canada’s Tri- 
umph,” about ninety years of tol- 
eration between the French 
Canadians, and the English speak- 
ing people written by Bruce 
Hutchison, and how they fought 
side by side against the Americans, 
for Canada’s independence. 


The famous editor failed to men- 
tion the great part the Indians 
played fighting for the same cause. 
The Americans were unable to buy 
over such famous Indian Chiefs 
as General Joseph Brant even at 
very tempting offers. 

~ After ninety years of humiliation, 
discrimination and neglect, we are 
expected to sing and dance with 
joy at the Centennial Celebrations. 

I often wonder why we even 
participate in First of July cele- 
brations because it’s a date com- 
memorating the complete capitula- 
tion of the Canadian Indians. 


IVAN ADAMS 











Vancouver, B.C. 


Bella Coola Convention in 1949 
when he made a great gesture by 
donating $1000 to the Native 
Brotherhood to carry on the great 
work of the organization. I feel 
at this time we should reprint his 
family story written January, 1948, 
when his father received back his 
family name of Pootlass. 


Here is the story as it appeared 
in The Native Voice: 


For countless years in the cen- 
tral area of the British Columbia 
coast in a village now known as 
Bella Coola, dwelt a native family 
who bore the name of Pootlass and 
to all tribes adjacent this name 
meant “Plenty For All.” The name 
of Pootlass has been handed down 
from generation to generation and 
always with the greatest respect. 


Many years ago a group of na- 
tives from Rivers Inlet took to 
their war-canoes and paddled 
to Bella Coola in order to state the 
reason for their journey. The 
reason for this trip was to make 
a bargain with the family to bor- 
row the name for one of their 
sons whom théy wished to have the 
honor of becoming a great Chief. 
This young boy for whom they 
wished the name had shown signs 
of inheriting wisdom and fore- 
sight; the name requested would 
bestow upon him a great honor 
and would be respected by his 
people who would serve him and 
honor his hereditary wisdom. 


This bargain was made with the 
grandmother. 


The _ grandmother’ consented 
willingly with the understanding 
that in the event of the death of 
the Chief who had acquired the 
name, the name would be return- 
ed automatically to the rightful 
owners at the village of Bella 
Coola. 


« It is legend that this young Chief 
upon whom the name had been be- 
stowed had indeed become famous 
and was a great credit to the name. 
He accomplished many deeds for 
his family and his people and also 
lived to a grand old age. However, 
with the passing of this Great 
Chief to the Great Hunting 
Grounds, the name Pootlass was 
to be, according to the honorable 
bargain made between the two 
families, returned to the hereditary 
owners at Bella Coola. 


In due respect to the hereditary 
names and crests of the families 
who have the honor of inheritance 
since time immemorial, it might be 
added that the taking of these 
names even by the rightful owners, 
are not taken lightly and great 
care and consideration must be 
formally exercised. 

Now that the name of Pootlass 
was again to take its rightful place 
among the Bella Coola people, the 
rightful owner to the name of Poot- 
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lass, did not feel that he was 
worthy of the hereditary name, 
so according to tradition it would 
mean that he was to do some great 
deed in order to be worthy of the 
a honor which he was to in- 
herit. 


The Chief chose the time when 
the Native Brotherhood was hold- 
ing its 18th Annual Convention at 
Bella Coola and there would be 
present delegates and representa- 
tives from all parts of the Prov- 
ince of British Columbia and many 
distinguished Native and _ white 
visitors alike. This was truly an 
opportune time for a grand event. 
The Grand Banquet in the com- 
munity hall was to be a Christmas 
Dinner long to be remembered as 
a token of goodwill in honor of 
the name to be accepted. 


Toastmaster Caleb Williams of 
Bella Bella, B.C., called upon Alex 
King to make a speech in opening 
the ceremony that goes down in 
history. After the introduction, the 
Chief was called and also one of 
the older Chiefs, who gave a long 
speech in the native dialect of the 
Bella Coola people, and thus the 
name of Pootlass was bestowed 
with the highest honor on its right- 








ful owner, who would be known 
in the many years to come by the 
British Columbia natives as Chief 
Pootlass. The immediate family 
will change their name to Poot- 
lass. 

_ This honorable occasion will 
always be remembered by the 
Native Brotherhood and the 
many visitors from the various 
parts of British Columbia on the 
18th Annual Convention at Bella 
Coola by the fact that Chief 
Pootlass donated the sum of 
$1000 to the treasury of the Nat- 
ive Brotherhood of B.C. to assist 
in the great work that the organ- 
ization is carrying out for the 
welfare of the native people. 


This truly represents an example 
of great honor that the native feels 
he must do. in order to carry on 
the traditions that are his inheri 
tance, therefore let it be said that 
great honor is due when a man 
sacrifices in order that we might 
live in sisterly and brotherly love 

May the blessing of “Plenty Fo 
All” carry on the name that re- 
turned to its rightful owner at the 
village of Bella Coola. 


ED NAHANEE, 
_ Business Agen 


pron 
tato. 






















10.15 a.m. 


10.30 a.m. 

thropology. 
12.00-1.30 Lunch. 
1.30 p.m. 


for example: 
(a) Lumbering 
(b) Fishing 


(e) Agriculture 


SECOND DAY 


(a) Capital 


tension, U.B.C. 
12.00-1.30 Lunch. 


Dept. 








SECOND DECENNIAL CONFERENCE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
sponsored by 
THE B.C. INDIAN ARTS & WELFARE SOCIETY 
To be held at the University of British Columbia 


March 31 and April 1, 1958 


“THE B.C. INDIAN STUDIES # ... 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES” 


10.00 a.m. Coffee break — Greetings from allied organizations. 
10.30 a.m. Discussion continued— 

(ec) Technical training 

(d) Courses & Services available from Dept. of Ex- 


1.30 p.m. Discussion continued— 
(e) Savings, Credit Unions 
(f) Financial services available through the Indian 


FIRST DAY 
9.00 a.m. Registration. 
10.00 am. Introductory remarks by Co-Chairmen: ( 
Prof. C. S. Burchill, Pres., B.C. Indian Arts & Welfare 
Society. O} 
Chief William Scow, Vice-Chairman, Indian Advisory 
Committee. 


Opening of Conference and welcome to delegates by 
Dr. Norman Mackenzie, followed by the Hon. Lyle 
Wicks and the Hon. Davie Fulton. 

Keynote speech by Dr. Stuart Jamieson, Dept. of An- 


Short talks from Indians engaged in business to ac- 
quaint delegates with scope of discussions and to out- 
line problems and needs in particular undertakings, 


(c) Small business & services, on or off the reserves 
(d) Co-ops, Producer & Consumer 


7.30 p.m. Evening function at International House. 


9.00 a.m. Discussion of basic roesicoomans for economic growth: 
Chairman, Dr. Stuart Ja 
U.B.C., will call upon other experts in particular fields 
and discussion periods will follow each speaker. 


mieson, Labour Economist, : 


St 


WESTE 


(b) Insurance 


4.00 p.m. Summary of proceedings, Dr. S. Jamieson. 
Concluding remarks, by the Chairmen. 
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Buckskin Gloves February 7 and 8 





EDDIE CAMPBELL 
. » Totem Athletic Club boxer 
and three-year winner of the 
Buckskin Trophy. A fourth for 
Eddie? 
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The February 7 and 8 competi- 
tion, again this year divided be- 
tween Vancouver and New West- 
minster, will feature top Indian 
boxers in British Columbia. 

In addition, entries for the In- 
dian Beauty contest this year are 
open to Indian girls between 16 
and 22 in all parts of Canada. 

But it has been stipulated by 
contest judges that only one con- 
testant can be accepted from any 
reserve, or school, If 
more than one is nominated, elim- 
‘inations must be held to cut the 
field down to a single entry. 

There will be three top awards, 
with the first prize going to Miss 
Totem Princess and the next two 
to the runners-up. 

Last year’s winner, it will be 








Notes from 


By ELIZA HALL 

The Bella Coola Band of Natives 
had a very unfortunate year; the 
fishing season has been very poor 
with the result most fishermen 
found themselves deeply in the 
red. : 

This December 14th our village 
has suffered a great loss by the 
passing of Chief Alec Pootlass. He 
died from heart failure. He was 


- always interested in the welfare of 


his village and a great supporter 
of the movements of the Native 
Brotherhood. Hard work has al- 
ways been his contribution to his 
people. 


He is survived by his wife, six- 
teen children, two older sisters, 
Mrs. George Nelson and Mrs. Joe 
Edgar, one uncle Albert Pootlass 
His older daughter Mrs. Archie 
Van Bibber lives in the Yukon 
Territory. The late Chief Alec 
Pootlass was also Chief Councillor 
of the Bella Coola Village. 


OBITUARY COLUMN 


HARVEY SIWALLACE passed 
away November 11, 1957, at Ocean 
Falls Hospital. He was 20 years 
old. He is survived by his father 
and mother, two brothers, Darcy 
and Gerald, one sister Mrs. Beat- 
rice Schooner. Funeral was held 
in Bella Coola, Rev. Bracewell of- 
ficiating. Services were held in the 
Enmanuel Church. 

MRS. ANNIE TALLIO, aged 74 
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thrills for the thousands of spec- 





recalled, was Miss Mission City, 
while in 1956, it was Miss Marina 
Assu. 

A highlight of the Eighth Annual 
Buckskin Varieties, if Totem Ath- 
letic Club secretary-manager Alex 
Strain can pull it off, will be the 
presence of Jay Silverheels (Ton- 
a Indian television and movie 

r, 


Tonto has been invited and lots 
of local fingers. are being kept 
crossed. Jay Silverheels has an 
interesting background in lacrosse 
and boxing, entering the Golden 
Gloves in New York as a classy 
middleweight a good many years 
ago. 

Last year’s Buckskin Boy, Eddie 
Campbell, winner of the highest 





Bella Coola 


years passed away in the Indian 
Hospital at Nanaimo. She leaves 

to mourn her loss, husband J. Tal- 
lio, three sons, George, Fred and 

— one daughter Mrs. Katie 
allio. 


Funeral held at Bella Coola with 
Rev. Bracewell officiating after 
services held in Enmanuel Church. 


Decide Totem Princess, Buckskin Boy 


Totem Athletic Club’s annual Buckskin Gloves and Miss Totem Princess Contest this year 
promise tough competition for the contestants and a ringful of 
tators expected during the two-day event. 


award in 1955 and 1956 as well, 
was two years ago named Canada’s 
outstanding Indian athlete by the 
Amateur Athletic Union of Can- 
ada. Another Totem Club product, 





(Cointued on Page 8) 





ELLEN NEEL 
. - noted Indian carver and 
chairman of the Miss Totem 
Princess contest. 








, Vancouver. 


groups or organizations. 


formation desired. 


or had marriage annulled. 


Princess competitions. 


Athletic Club Announces ‘58 
Miss Totem Princess Contest 


The Totem Athletic Club is pleased to announce that the Miss 
Totem Princess Contest will again be held during the Buckskin 
Varieties; Friday, February 7th at Queen’s Park Arenex, New 
Westminster, and Saturday, February 8th, at Georgia Auditorium, 


Prizes will be given to the winner and finalists. 

The Totem Athletic Club would be pleased to have a represent- 
ative from your District, Reserve, or 
elimination contest conducted by yourselves or other responsible 


Accommodation and meals will be provided for out-of-town 
finalists; expenses borne by the Totem Athletic Club. Chaperones 
are provided for the girls while staying in Vancouver. 

Three photographs, 8x10 glossy prints, with one pose in full 
length, should be sent to the Miss Totem Princess Contest Manager 
as soon as possible after the local selection has been made. 

Enclosed is the official entry form for your finalist. You might 
find it desirable to mimeograph a similar form for the local elim- 
ination contest. We would be pleased to provide any further in- 


OFFICIAL JUDGING REGULATIONS 


Contestants will be judged as follows by the official judges: 
(a) Charm, personality, deportment - - 
(b) Beauty of face and figure - - - - - 
(c) Ability to speak in public - - - - - 
(d) General intelligence, special ability - 


RULES FOR MISS TOTEM PRINCESS CONTEST 
1. Contestant must be of Indian status of the designated district in 
which the selection contest is held. 
2. Contestant must be single and never have been married, divorced, 


3. Contest must be 16 years of age or over and must not have 
reached her 22nd birthday by February Ist, 1958. 


4. Contestant must be of good character and possess poise, per- 
sonality, charm, beauty of face and figure, and in good health. 


5. Contestant will be disqualified if found entering hotel beverage 
rooms or drinking alcoholic beverage. 


6. No grand prize winner is eligible to enter future Miss Totem 


7. Each contestant must bring with her a formal or semi-formal 
gown which she will wear during the judging of the contest. 


School — one selected by 


0 per cent 
30 per cent 
20 per cent 
20 per cent. 
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ALEX STRAIN 

. secretary-manager, pro- 
ducer, co-ordinator, coach, and 
chief motivator of the Buckskin 
extravaganza. 


Buckskin Gloves 


Continued from Page 7) 


Fred Baker, winner of the 1951 
Buckskin Boy award, was named 
Canada’s best Native athlete of 
that year. 


So there is no question of the 
abilty of a good many performers 
in the annual Buckskin Gloves 
tournament. 


And there is no question either 
that spectators get full measure 
for their money with other enter- 
tainment on tap. 

One of the exciting exhibitions 
will be a gymnastic display feat- 
uring something different this 
year: human totem poles with the 
use of masks and other Indian 
regalia to add realism to their 
portrayal. 

A large contingent of Indian lads 
is expected from Kamloops schools 
while a dozen fighters are sched- 
uled to represent Vernon. 

Director Alex Strain promises 


plenty of action and excitement, 
first on February 7 in the Arenex 
in New Westminster where elimin- 
ations take place, and the follow- 
ing evening, February 8 in the 
Georgia Auditorum where the 
Buckskin Boy and Miss Indian 
Princess for 1958 will be an- 
nounced. 





Jesus — 
the Light of the 
World 


EASTHOPE 


MARINE ENGINES 
“The Work Horse of the Sea” 


1225 No. 1 Rd. P.O. Box 424, 
Steveston, B.C. — BR. 7-7710 











JACK SHORT 


» « « prominent radio announc 
who will again take over 
master of ceremonies duri 


1958 Buckskin Gloves. 





QUALITY 





BRITISH COLUMBIA PACKE 


SEA FOODS 


CIA RSS m~ 








CLOVER LEAF 





QuALit’ 





SALMON 





RS LID. 


CLOVER LEAF 


VARIETY 





For greater catch request your cannery to supply the strongest Nyon Gill net made by: 


First Vancouver Net Factory Ltd. 


121 Main Street 


Vancouver, B.C. 


Phone: PAcific 56 14 

















